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In this unit, let’s apply the skills ‘RephrasingRephrasing’ and ‘Identifying the main Identifying the main 

ideaidea’ with the text type ‘school noticeschool notice’.

School notice1

Isabelle is reading a school notice. 

Read the school notice. 

Hills Primary School1

5

10

15

20

16th  20XX

Dear P5 students,

As we prepare for the summer holiday exchange programme, it is important to 

remember that good travelling manners show respect for others and their culture. 

Here are some manners students should pay attention to when travelling:

• 	 wear clothes that are suitable for the places they visit

• 	 not to talk loudly or disturb the peace in public areas

• 	 keep public areas clean and clean up after themselves

• 	 not to take photos of people without asking first

• 	 be patient and understanding when talking with locals as they may not speak 

English

When visiting other places, students should always respect the local rules and 

keep an open mind about cultural differences. Remember, even when you are 

outside Hong Kong, do not do things that are rude in Hong Kong as they are 

likely rude in other places too. We hope all students can have fun in the summer  

exchange programme while keeping good manners.

Happy holidays and safe travels!

Yours faithfully,

Harry Chan

Principal

(Q1)

The same hand gesture may have different meanings in different cultures. For example, the  The same hand gesture may have different meanings in different cultures. For example, the  
  peace sign’ can be rude when you show it with the palm of your hand facing yourself in places  peace sign’ can be rude when you show it with the palm of your hand facing yourself in places  
 like the United Kingdom and Australia. like the United Kingdom and Australia.

Global vision – Hand gesturesGlobal vision – Hand gestures

sample
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A.	 Choose the best answers.

1.	 The school most likely put on the notice in . 

	 A.	 March

	 B.	 June 

	 C.	 September	

	 D.	 December

2.	 Having good travelling manners shows that you . 

	 A.	 are smart

	 B.	 pay attention

	 C.	 respect other cultures 	

	 D.	 are friendly

3.	 According to the notice, students should  in public areas. 

	 A.	 speak softly 

	 B.	 share personal stories

	 C.	 not talk

	 D.	 shout

4.	 What should students do when they talk with locals? 

	 A.	 speak the local language

	 B.	 only use English

	 C.	 talk very slowly

	 D.	 be kind and friendly 

Rephrasing

Use the key words in the question to 
find the answer in the text. Express 
that answer using different words.

Rephrasing:  

understand the meaning in the text and express the same or similar meaning 

using other words

Identifying the main idea: 

identify the main purpose the writer wants to express

sample
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5.	� Which of the following is TRUE when travelling?

	 A.	 Students should take many photos of other people. 

	 B.	 Students should always wear their school uniform. 

	 C.	 Students should only follow the rules in Hong Kong. 

	 D.	 Students should clean up after themselves. 

6.	 The main purpose of the school notice is to .

	 A.	 wish students a happy summer holiday

	 B.	 teach students about other cultures

	 C.	 remind students of good travelling manners 

	 D.	 ask students to join the summer exchange programme 

B.	� Write ‘should’ or ‘shouldn’t’ in the following blanks about what Isabelle 

should or shouldn’t do when she is on the summer exchange programme.

1.	 She  sing loudly at the park.

2.	 She  throw away her own rubbish.

3.	 She  take photos of a family without asking.

4.	 She  respect the local culture.

C.	� Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1.	 Which students are going on the summer exchange programme?

	 �

2.	 What should students keep an open mind about?

	 �

3.	 Who sent the school notice?

	 �

Identifying the main idea

The beginning of a school 
notice usually explains 
what the notice is about.

Refer to p.55
Learn the LQs

sample
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Fill in the blanks with the given words under the text.

suitable

recipient

respect

open mind

School noticeSchool notice

a letter from the school to students and/or parents

	 the school name

	 the recipient

	� explains what the recipients should pay attention to

	� the sender

Use these words!Use these words!

Mountain Primary School

Date: 1st February 20XX

Dear Students,

We are excited to announce our yearly Science Fair on 10th March! This event is a 

great chance to show your creativity and knowledge. Please remember to 

2   your classmates’ projects and ideas.

To participate, you must submit your project idea by Monday, 20th February. Make 

sure your project is 3   for students from Primary 1 to 6.

During the fair, we hope everyone keeps an 4  , explores different 

projects and asks questions. This is a chance to learn from one another!

We look forward to seeing your amazing projects!

Best regards,

The Science Club

the 1  

sample
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The information in the following examples is based on the 
content in the corresponding units.

Unit 1

What should …? – ask for information about a concept

We usually answer ‘what should’ questions with ‘ a concept ’.

What  should   student  show respect for?

Steps

	 1  Write the subject (Students), modal verb (should) and verb phrase 
		   (show respect for).

	 2  Write the concept (others and their culture) .

	 Students should show respect for others and their culture.�  

a concept

Unit 3

date

When will …? – ask about when something will happen

We usually answer ‘when will’ questions with a ‘ time ’ or a ‘ date ’.

When  will   Cultural Dress Day   take place?

Steps

	 1  Write the subject (Cultural Dress Day) and verb phrase (will take place).

	 2  Write the preposition (on) and the date (May 3rd) .

	 Cultural Dress Day will take place on May 3rd.�  

55

The modal verb ‘should’ explains 
actions that are strongly recommended 
but not officially a ‘must’.

sample


