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e n Biography (sample)

| In this unit, let’s apply the skills ‘Understanding connection between
ideas’ and ‘Analysing the information’ with the text type ‘biography’.

Brian is reading a biography in the library.

Read the biography. o= 2 e,
! Albert Einstein (1879-1955)
Early Life \‘

Albert Einstein was born on 14th March 1879 in Germany. He was an unusual person
from birth. Unlike most children, Einstein was not able to speak a word until three. Yet, he
5 was curious and imaginative. He loved observing things and asked a lot of questions. His
questions were often too hard for his teachers to answer.
Schooling
Einstein started school in 1885. Although he did well in Maths and Science, he failed
non-science subjects like History and French. Many stern teachers often insulted him for his
10 wrong answers. Einstein did not enjoy going to school.
Einstein finished high school in Switzerland. In 1896, he entered a university in Zurich
and studied to be a Physics and Maths teacher.
Scientific Work
After graduation, Einstein worked at the Swiss Patent Office while continuing his
15 studies in physics. He published his Special Theory of Relativity in June in 1905. In 1909,
Einstein became a top scientist. He got a teaching job at a university. Although he became
successful in the field of science, he still put great effort into science. Finally, he won the
Nobel Prize in Physics in 1921 for his explanation of the photoelectric effect.
Later Life
20 Einstein kept on making discoveries until he died in 1955. Scientists studied his brain
after his death. They wanted to know what was special about his brain. However, they
could not come to any conclusions.
Today, Einstein is still the idol of many outstanding scientists. Many still regard him as

the smartest man ever to live in the world.

Quote - Pursuing knowledge oo
‘The pursuit of knowledge is more valuable than its possession.” - Albert Einstein

4 ]
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Understanding connection between ideas:

understand the cause-and-effect relationship of the ideas without the use of

connectives
Analysing the information:

find information related to the option key words in the text and check if it is

valid

Choose the best answers.

In line 3, what does ‘unusual’ mean?

A.

According to paragraph 1, Einstein

A.

B
C.
D

B
C.
D

common
naughty
special

talkative

was worried about the world
wanted to learn new things
wanted to challenge the teachers

could answer most of the questions from his teachers

Which subject was young Einstein NOT good at?

A.

B
C.
D

History
Maths
Physics
Chemistry

Why did young Einstein NOT like going to school?

A.

B
C.
D

He could teach himself at home.

¥ Understanding connection
between ideas

o

The teachers could not answer his questions.  Read the information about ‘going

to school’ in the text.

He was often insulted by his teachers.

He did not get along well with his classmates.
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5. Brian wants to know about the achievement of Einstein. He should read the

section.
A. Early Life
B. Schooling
C. Scientific Work
D. Later Life D
W6, Which of the following is TRUE? W Analysing the information

Check against each option
A. Einstein was very good at languages. with the text.

Einstein only worked as a scientist after graduation.

B
C. Einstein got a Nobel Prize in Biology.
D. Einstein studied at a university in Zurich. D

B. Arrange the following sentences about Einstein in the correct order. Write A, B,
CorDin the O.
A. He worked at the Swiss Patent Office.

B. He won the Nobel Prize.
C. He studied to be a Physics and Maths teacher.
D

His brain was studied by scientists.
g | 35 - (S

C. Answer the questions in complete sentences.

1. How old was Einstein when he published Special Theory of Relativity? Learn the LQs
Refer to p.55 .

2. When did Einstein become a Nobel Prize winner?

*3. Why did scientists study Einstein’s brain after his death?
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Part}2)

Biography
describes a person’s life by highlighting important events

personal information like the lifespan (the years of
birth and death) and the place of birth
events in chronological order

Fill in the blanks with the given words under the text.

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

the name and the Q of birth and death

Early Life
Ludwig van Beethoven was born on 16th December 1770 in Germany. He showed

great talent for music from a young age. His father was a 9 teacher.

He trained Beethoven strictly. By age seven, Beethoven was performing in public.

Rising Career

In his 20s, Beethoven moved to Vienna. He became a renowned pianist and
composer. Despite losing his hearing in his late 20s, he continued to create masterpieces,
including symphonies like the Fifth and Ninth. He completely lost his hearing in his mid-
40s but he still composed great works. Beethoven passed away on 26th March 1827 in

Vienna.
events are in 9 order

Legacy
Beethoven'’s music completely changed classical music. He is thought to be one of the

most @ composers of all time, inspiring generations of musicians with

his creativity.

Use these words!

NG outstanding

. years
chronological

- stern
b ¥ Y
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Learn Long Questions ™

‘I

The information in the following examples is based on the
content in the corresponding units.

Unit 1

How old ...? - ask for specific information about age

We usually answer *how old’ questions with an *age number"’.

How old was Einstein when he died?
Steps
o Write the subject (Einstein) and verb (was).
e Write the age number (76 years old).
e Write the remaining words (when he died).

Einstein was 76 years old when he died.
age number

Unit 2

Why ...? - ask for the purpose of doing something

We usually answer ‘why’ questions with a *purpose’.

Why did Wang have to be very careful?

Steps We can use 'It' to
) ) replace the long
o Write the subject (It) and verb (was). subject.

9 Write the connective (because).

9 Write the purpose (she had to perform the tasks successfully).

It was because she had to perform the tasks successfully.

purpose

V55!



